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L. P. Farris

The school year 1922-23 has been one full of accomplishments, both in
class room work and in student activities. Knowing, however, that the aver-
age observer gives little attention to detail but more to plans, policies, dis-
tricts, buildings and the like, I shall address myself only to these phases of
our accomplishments. ‘

The Marysville Union High School district was formed fune 27, 1922,
by a large majority vote in twenty-seven elementary school districts of Yuba
County. Even the rural districts, where it was proposed that the tax rate be
raised, voted themselves into the union by a majority of 109, votes. This
unionization has done much toward bringing about a solidarity in Yuba
County. The union district has not only laid the foundation for a more
efficient school at Marysville, but it has also resulted in better service to the
people of the rural districts.

There are now three one-teacher branch high schools in the union district,
at the following centers: Camptonville, Dobbins and Smartsville. These
schools give forty or more young persons an opportunity to continue their
education one or two additional years, and at the same time retain the advan-
tages of remaining at home through this important period of their lives.
These schools are doing first-class work. Who dares say these forty young
persons are not worth the investment?

The union high school system has also made it possible for another forty
or more students to be transported to school, in school buses, at state and
district éxpense rather than at the expense of the few parents of these particu-
lar children. Quite a number of others who live at an inconvenient distance
from the school receive a small financial allowance as a result of being in the
Union High School district.

The present large assessed valuation, approximately $14,000,000, which is
the direct result of unionization, affords a working basis for greater things.
The Board of T'rustees felt justified last summer in providing the school with
a gymnasium. The state law now requires physical training for all pupils.
The Board reasoned that inasmuch as the law is mandatory, they should
comply with it by providing an indoor class room for the physical training
work., A gymnasium is especially needed during the winter months.

The gymnasium building includes a music room, and contains showers,
lockers; and other necessary gymnasium accessories. It has been built and
completely paid for in one year. None who have seen it in use have expressed
dissatisfaction. In other words, it has already “sold” itself to the community.

Not only the building of the gymnasium, but also the moving and remod-
eling of the Commercial and Home FEconomics Building, formerly known as
“The Old High School on E Street,” has greatly added to our efficiency. Tt
now behooves the school and its “products” to furnish daily evidence that
our efficiency has increased in direct proportion to our financial investments.
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Norma Burke, ’23

Here’s a story as true as true,
Of very green Freshmen that felt quite blue.

Horrible things had been told of the tortures that a Freshman must endure
and we entered with fear and trembling, but aftér a few months had passed
we marched with firmer tread and upright head. FEven at this early stage
our men were out for athletics and many made their teams.

As Sophomores we made ourselves well known. Many of our members
were in the general school entertainment and many of our men became mem-
bers of the athletic teams. One of them, even at this early date, was far
along the road to athletic fame.

Athletics again won us prominence during our Junior year. By this time
our reputation for push was by no means small. We gave evidence of our
growing power when we gave a play in addition to our carnival. This had
never been done before. We closed the year with the “Junior Prom.”

We entered our last year with undisputed dignity, and with our rings upon,
our fingers we were marked everywhere we went. The two gold medals
given by the Lions’ Club were captured by two Seniors. We congratulate
ourselves on being the first Seniors to have assembly in the new gymnasium
building and the first Seniors to graduate from this building.
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Senior Prophecy
Hira Valentine, ’23

It was a sultry June morning following the Commencement Fxercises of
the Class of 23, and arrangements had been made for a final get-together.
Lunch baskets were in evidence in the two school buses and in the private
cars that were to take the class to a shady spot in the Buttes. I seemed to
be the unfortunate one of the bunch, for, in some mysterious manner, my
diploma had disappeared the night before, and the teachers were aiding me
in the search. When it was finally located in my Dad’s pocket, my class-
mates had all gone and it was up to me to go home, pump up two tires, put in
a couple of spark plugs, a gear, a main bearing, and several other things
peculiar to a Cheve.

When 1 stopped at a Service Station in Yuba City | heard someone say
that there was a gusher in the Buttes. [ found the highway as congested as
Broadway, and after a strenuous drive toward a high-flung streak of black
against the sky I found the queerest looking picnic party that [ ever saw, and
their actions were as queer as their looks.

They were all dripping crude oil and it was running down Winifred Burt’s
neck where her hair was parted in the back. T'here wasn’t a pair of spectacles
in the crowd. All seemed oblivious of their condition, and those who had
pockets were patting their bulging proportions affectionately.

Marhnelle Coats was trying to gather up what looked to me like coarse
gravel in her hair net, and as 1t parted [ saw a tear roll down her chocolate
and well-oiled complexion. Lillian Silver sat down on a little pile of gravel
and arranged her skirts, to conceal it, for all the world like a setting hen.
Louis Miller was in his stocking feet and was hugging his shoes to his heart,
along with his cap. Jesse Sutton and Dorothy Armstrong secemed to have
pooled their interests and were at one side carefully guarding some old tin
cans, Dorothy’s hat, and a slipper. ITrabel Weldon was gazing sorrowfully
at the oil-soaked lunch, while David Jones was looking, as happy as a bride-
groom, at a pan that might have held a chicken pie, but now was full of the
same sort of gravel which had driven the rest of the company crazy.

No one paid any attention to my frantic inquiries and [ was beginning to
wonder how long it would take to herd the bunch down to Stockton. Finally,
when one began to tell me about it they all began to talk and their explana-
tions were about as clear as their silence. At last | succeeded in getting lester
Carpenter to one side, who explained to me that they had just finished spread-
ing their lunch when the West Butte oil well began to sprinkle them. [t
started with a light spray of crude oil and increased until it ended in what
was thought to be a hail storm. Mueller, upon picking up one of the stones,
found it to be warm, and, after rubbing off the oil, discovered it to be gold.
He was so amazed that he gave a whoop and everybody forgot all about being
miserable. When [ found that they weren't really ready to start for the
lunatic asylum | stood and made the speech of my life. Seeing that untoward
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circumstances had robbed me of my chances for wealth, T told them that 1
wasn't going to ask for any contributions as [ expected to keep on working
at Stebbins’ Hardware and to acquire fame and fortune.

After finishing my speech [ called on each one to tell me what he intended
to do with his money.

Mr. Mueller was going to make a great collection of birds and present
them to the Stanford University.

Logan Franklin announced joyously,

13

[ am going to send for my Montana
girl.”

“Doc” Adams assured me that after he got a permanent wave he was
going to visit “King Tut.”

lidith Baker rather blushingly said, “I think I'll buy a town home and a
country home, but of course I'll have to speak to Joe about it,” and Mildred
Viney added that she was going to have just as fine a home as her sister-
in-law.

Avard Stevens, Jesse Sutton, and Francis Dempsey had already made
plans for a large radio transmitting station.

Winifred Burt and Dorothy Armstrong had their heads together and said
they were going to buy the F. W. Woolworth store.

Flugene Smith confessed uncertainty as to whether he was going to estab-
lish a nursery or a science laboratory.

Lillian Silver was quite clear that she intended to go to Furope to hunt
a title.

Martin Ries was definitely planning to put a new motorcycle on the
market, “I'he Spark Plug 4.”

David Jones, Bill Milligan, and Chester Littlejohn were hilarious over
their decision to go to the Brownie and drink milkshakes until they couldn’t
drink any more and then buy out the Parlor.

Mavis Mac Campbell demurely said that she was going around the world
and then would study Egyptology.

Orvin Berry and Norma Burke had already made plans to go back east,
on their honeymoon and buy a farm.

Louis Miller and Marhnelle Coats had also planned a honeymoon, but
it was to be a scientific trip to the North Pole.

Dorothy Donnell and Amy Wickland had formed a compact to go to Spain
to translate old Spanish records

Vivian Wilcox’s ambition was to buy out the Sackrider Studio.

Agnes Bissett declared she was going to France to succeed Sarah
Jernhardt.

Melba Dutra quietly remarked that her unexpected wealth would enable
her to go to the University of California to major in History, and Ruth Dunn
was eager to go to town to buy a garage.

Melva Hutchison had plans for a large millinery establishment in Paris.

Ellen Isaacson said she would buy chemicals to perfect a patent hair
restorer.

)



La Vonne Kash asserted she was going back to Missouri, where she
wouldn’t have to be “shown how.”

Albert Miller declared in a loud voice that he would establish a home for
broken-down hasket ball players.

Marian Lydon had decided on a new Ford and would become a traveler
and lecturer.

Mildred Marders was rejoicing that she could now go as a missionary to
Africa.

Grace Brown vowed she would establish a colony that would rival “Green-
wich Village.”

Ivadel Murray was satisfied to go to Yuba City to take lessons in voice
culture.

Meryle Simmons whispered to me that she intended to buy Rock and
Young’s, so that Dud wouldn’t have to work so late Saturday nights.

Marjorie Smith said she would be public-spirited and build a new jail and
court house.

Letha Sherman announced that she believed in an income and was going
to buy the Marysville-Wheatland Stage Line.

Norman Taylor loudly reiterated that he believed in philanthropy and
would establish a modern apartment house for bachelors only.

Isabel Weldon had plans for a bakery that would specialize in doughnuts.

Celia Woods was going to buy a summer resort in the Coast Range
Mountains.

Elizabeth Washburn had an idea she would go to San Irancisco and let
her money get her into the “four hundred.”

Lester Carpenter confided to me that he intended to buy the Appeal and
to spend the rest of his life encouraging honest lawyers.

Betty Schillig and Roselind Reed were dancing with glee over the propo-
sition of leasing the new Marysville Hotel and running it after their own
ideas.

As T looked around at their bright and oily faces I decided I would better
hustle away for some one might want to ride to town with me and muss
up my Cheve.

—9



SENIORS OUT OF SCHOOL
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