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THE FIRE

FIGHTER

OW many of those who read this

article have ever bestowed ten,
or even five, consecutive min-
utes’ thought on the life and
calling of a fireman in the modern fire
department of a great city? How many
have looked on him in a light other than
that which reveals him as the holder of
a position for the pay that is in it, like
other men? How many have weighed
the cost of his risks and the exact amount
of money that will compensate him for
the snuffing out of his life in an instant,
or that will sweeten the anguish of his
widow and fatherless ones as they mourn
over the home-coming that will never
be?

“These are thoughts that might well
be considered on behalf of the fireman,
for it is safe to say that he, himself, has
never given five consecutive minutes to
them in his life. That is, the REAL fire-
man—the man who fights fire as a sol-
dier fights the foe, and who reads only
victory and promotion in the smoke
clouds and devouring flames of the fire
king.

™

“There is no room for the laggard, the
shirker or the coward in a great modern
fire department, just as there is no place
for the man lacking in discipline, sobri-
ety and whole-souled enthusiasm. If
there is any place in the world’s work
where a perfunctory doer of things is
most heartily abhorred, it is in the mod-
ern fire department of a large city.

“The man who does things in and out
of season in the right way has one of the
qualifications of a good fireman. Char-
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acter, the mental attitude of a man
towards the right measuring up of his
full duty and the doing of it with all his
might, is an asset without which no man
can be a successful fireman. Then there
must be a fine physique and robust
health, so that courage and persistence,
which must be his, may have the driving
power and the staying quality that will
bring them into full play.

“How many have estimated this mag-
nificently equipped, human fighting ma-
chine at his true value? And how many
have stopped to think that he never
fights to destroy, but always to save?

“Precious human lives and less pre-
cious property are ever the objects for
which he risks limb and life. Day and
night in tempest or sunshine, in arctic
cold or torrid heat, he is called upon to
battle against the elemental force that
is ever threatening death and destruc-
tion in our very midst. His strength is
used to succor the weak, the wounded
and the despairing. His courage, how
often has it bridged the depths between
life and death! And, just to think of it!
His manful pride in doing his duty nobly
has often led him into such agonizing
straits, that it could be well and rever-

ently said of him: ‘He saved others; him-

self he cannot save.’

“Our Firemen! Have not they proved
themselves worthy again and again
among the world’s bravest and best?
Deeds of noble daring have been sealed
by many of them in their life-blood.
Heedless in Death’s silence, these heroes
seek no praise.”




Foreword

N the following pages the Sacramento Fire
O Department through word and pictures has

endeavored to give you some of the reasons
why the firefighters as a body are so generally
accepted as an outward symbol of the spirit of
Sacramento.

To a certain extent this is possible to do by call-
ing attention to the modern, efficient equipment,
the attractive and carefully planned buildings and
the body of capable, enthusiastic men.

But the real, underlying cause is one of thoses
intangible things that can only be sensed but
whose results are very real-—confidence. Confi-
dence of men in their leaders, confidence of lead-
ers in the men has earned and begotten the confi-
dence of the public who thoroughly believe that
their lives and their property are under the pro-
tection of a body of men second to none in their
chosen line.

This book itself is an expression of that confi-
dence of Sacramento’s business, industrial and
professional public who, almost without exception,
have aided in its publication. It is the sincere
hope of those concerned with this Review that
this confidence may never be misplaced and that
this volume may prove to be not only a matter of
passing interest but a book worth keeping for its
intrinsic merit.
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The Rapid Development of Sacramento City

RESUME of the devel-
A opment that has taken

place in this city during
the past three years is equiv-
alent to that of a combined
period of the previous fifteen
years. The expenditures for
improvements during the pe-
riod July 1, 1921, to December
31, 1924, represents an
amount in excess of $44,000,-
000.00. This amount is made
up largely by the city’s pro-
gram of development which
includes new streets, items in-
cluded in the recent bond is-
sues, contemplated improve-
ments that are under way or
will be under way within the
near future and building per-
mits.

It is interesting to note that
building permits represent the
following amounts for the
three and one-half year period:

1921 {lastsix momths): .o $ 2,856,052.00

LD, & LS e, SR I s 0 9,401,753.00
FORS: V- P ) B S L, 9,699,638.00
UORALEN, oo NP e e 7,666,669.00

[ Mexdsil by SESSNT O e s $29,622,112.00

This expenditure of money represents 11,200
permits. The above figures do not include
school buildings or municipal buildings that
have been constructed since July 1, 1921.

During the year 1923 Sacramento’s building
program ranked second in the United States
per capita. When it is taken into consideration
that there was no building boom but a normal,
substantial growth, we feel that this is a show-
ing that every citizen should be proud of.

In the matter of improvements carried
through to completion by the city government:
The bond issue of 1923 provided $1,772,000.00
for the following:

New incinerator; subway at Sixteenth Street;
pedestrian lane, Twelfth Street subway; Audi-
torium; extension of police and fire alarm sys-
tems; extension of sewers; extension of water
mains; two new fire houses and equipment; re-
moval of Y Street levee; paving of main arteries

H. C. BOTTORFF
City Manager

leading into the city; paving
of streets fronting city prop-
erty; revetment of Sacra-
mento River levee.

In addition to this program.,
the City has finished the ma-
jor portion of the new wharf,
and through the approval of
the War Department was able
to straighten the pier-head
line, thereby gaining addi-
tional area for the city’s
wharves which has added at
least $500,000.00 to the value
of the city’s property. The
last unit of the wharf con-
struction was started June
15th of this year.

The filtration plant was
completed and has been func-
tioning for more than a year.
This, we believe, is one of the
biggest steps forward that
Sacramento has taken.

In the matter of street work—There is no
city in the entire west that has carried through
as large a street paving program as the City of
Sacramento. The value of new street improve-
ment from July 1, 1921, to December 31, 1924,
plus the contemplated program for 1925, will
reach the grand total for new street work alone
of more than $4,400,000.00 This is exclusive of
street maintenance work carried on by the
City of Sacramento from budgeted funds. This
program is equivalent to 97 miles of new pave-
ment.

In the matter of street maintenance: During
the period from July 1, 1921, to December 31,
1924, more than 350,000 square feet of patches
have been made in the streets of the City of
Sacramento. In addition to this, 90 blocks of
oiled macadam pavement have been repaired.
In some cases these streets were practically re-
surfaced with asphaltic screenings. The Engi-
neering Department built approximately 60,000
square feet of asphalt macadam in the parks
of Sacramento.

The development program under the city gov-
ernment has not been confined solely to streets
and new buildings, but has extended to all other
departments of the municipal government.




Members of the City Council
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J. DUNPHY, Chief Engineer of.the
M - Sacramento Fire Department, under
® whose guidance the Department has
made such notable advances, is a product of the
ranks. Aside from being a trained fire fighter
with long experience in the various steps lead-
ing up to his present position, he has also
proved himself to be a natural leader of men
and a capable executive. Not only has he built
up the department to its present high state of
efficiency, but, being a strong believer in fire
prevention measures, he has contributed largely
to reduction of losses by well directed cam-
paigns looking toward the removal of haz-
ardous conditions. By his unwavering enthusi-
asm in his work, his unflagging zeal in the ac-
tivities in the Department as a whole, and his
untiring efforts on behalf of the community in
general, he has won a high place in the regard
of all thoughtful and appreciative citizens.

Chief Dunphy first became a fireman twenty-
six years ago, his service with the department
dating from June, 1899. He served in the ranks
for nearly fourteen years, gaining an experience
that has been of great help to him in later years.
He became Captain of Engine Company No. 2
on February 1, 1913, and four years later, Feb-
ruary 1, 1917, he became Assistant Chief Engi-
neer. On July 1, 1921, with twenty-two years
of experience on his shoulders, he was ap-
pointed to the position of Chief Engineer, which
he has since so capably filled.

During the four years in which Dunphy has
been Chief, the department has experienced a
natural and healthy growth, keeping full pace
with the rapid and steady advancement of the
city. To meet the needs of the growing city
upon recommendation of Dunphy, two new
companies have been organized and made units
of the department. These are a new engine
company and a new truck company. Seven new
pieces of modern fire fighting apparatus have
Dbeen purchased, including three new pumpers

Chief Engineer Dunphy Increases Efficiency

and two new chemicals. Two new and up-to-
date fire houses have been built and equipped
and ten thousand feet of hose has been pur-
chased and put into use. A further step of ad-
vancement has been the installation of new per-
forator and tape system fire alarm indicators,
replacing the old type.

In all matters concerning the purchase of ad-
ditional equipment and in all measures for the
betterment of the department, Chief Dunphy
has had the unqualified support of City Man-
ager Bottorff, who has given his full support to
the Chief’s recommendations.

A Second Assistant Chief has been added to
the department to meet the demands of an effi-
cient department.

By far more impressive than any words of
praise that could be said in favor of Chief Dun-
phy is the reduction in fire insurance rates in
Sacramento, effective during the past year,
upon recommendation of the National Board of
IFire Underwriters. This reduction amounts to
about ten per cent and affects practically all
classes of property. Only a reduction of fire
losses, brought about by efficiency in the de-
partment, could accomplish this important re-
sult, which owners of property fully appreciate.

Aside from the stern duty of preventing and
fighting fires, the department under Chief Dun-
phy has found time for expression of other tal-
ents possessed by individual members. Under
Dunphy’s leadership the Fireman’s Band was
organized, he being the first President. This is
an organization of thirty pieces and the best
tribute to its ability is the fact that it is in con-
stant demand for concerts, parades and various
entertainments, not only in Sacramento, but in
the surrounding territory as well. The Fire-
men’s Band is a source of real pride to all mem-
bers of the department, who are now watching
with interest the development of the Fireman’s
Orchestra, for which they predict as successtul
a career as the band has and is enjoying.
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TERENCE MULLIGAN
Second Assistant Chief

Terence Mulligan, Second Assistant Chief of the Sac-
ramento Fire Department, has been a member of the fire-
fighting force for the past thirteen years.

From June 26, 1912, until May 1, 1913, he served as Call-
man on Truck One when he was appointed to Chemical
Three as a regular. He became Captain of Chemical Four
on January 7, 1915. In October, 1921, he was given charge
of the Fire Prevention activities of the city and on Janu-
ary 1, 1925, he was appointed Second Assistant Chief of
the Department.

Always taking an active interest and part in the various

~demands and activities of the organization and of the fire-

men he has been chosen President of the Sacramento Fire
Department Relief and Protective Association.
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Officers of

J. E. HORTON TERENCE MULLIGAN A, W. BOOTHBY
C. D. PRITCHARD H. A. DAHRINGER F. G. SIMMONS
W. P. LARACY
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Department Relief and Protective Association

For the past eleven years the Sacramento Fire

Department Relief and Protective Association
has been exerting a real and vital influence not
only on the Department as a whole but on the
individual members this voluntary association
has been the chief means of welding the spirit
of fraternalism and goodfellowship that is so
characteristic of this city’s department.

The purpose of the Association, as stated at
the time of formation, “is to bind the members
together in a closer bond of fraternity, for mu-
tual protection to each other in sickness and
death; also, to promote and improve social in-
tercourse and welfare between the members.”
Needless to say the officers and members have
never lost sight of these aims and have consis-

tently and persistently striven to unite the in-
terests of Firemen, to elevate their standing as
such, and to render aid and pecuniary assis-
tance to the sick or injured members and to care
for the widows and orphans of the deceased
members of the Association.

Through the co-operation of the merchants
and citizens of Sacramento who have con-
tributed so generously towards our Annual Ball
we have been able to carry on this humane and
necessary work successfully. This Association
has paid to the sick and disabled Firemen and to
the widows and orphans of deceased Firemen
the sum of $17,179.04. It is with sincere pride
that the members point to the fact that not one
orphan has become a public charge since the

organization of this Association.

The officers of the Association are as follows:

President—Second Assistant Chief T. Mul-
ligan.

Vice President—Captain J. E. Horton.

Secretary—Captain A. W. Boothby.

Treasurer—Engineer H. A. Dahringer.

Trustees—Captain C. D. Pritchard, Captain

W. P. Laracy and Captain Frank Simmons.

i SN
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A. W. BOOTHB®
Captain

Captain A. W. Boothby has been the Cecretary of the Sacramento Fire
Department Relief and Protective Association since 1921 and since entering
the Department in 1906 has been a faithful and enthusiastic member of
the force.

Captain Boothby, known as “Gus” by his friends, is one man who has
followed his boyhood ideal through manhood bhecause his earliest remem-
bered ambition was to be a fire-fighter. They were his heroes and as early
as possible he joined their numbers.

Time and experience has not dimmed his ardor but instead has served to
increase his sympathetic understanding of the problems of the firemen.
And so it is that we find him an active member of the Relief and Protective
Association since its formation and also one of the prime movers in the
formation of the California State Firemen’s Association.

He served on the advisory committee for the first convention of this body
which was held in Oakland; since then he has served as a vice president
and it was largely due to his efforts that the 1925 convention of the Cali-
fornia State Firemen was brought to Sacramento.

The objects of the State organization are just the ones that would make
the strongest appeal to a man like Captain Boothby for in whatever words
they may be expressed the purpose is the betterment of the conditions of
the firemen throughout the State and the better protection of life and prop-
erty and fire prevention.
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