.. | FRANCISCAN MISSIONS OF CALIFORNIA | ::

By Hon. Joseph R. Knowland.

President California Historic Landmarks League, and Chairman
Landmarks Committee, Grand Parlor, Native Sons of the Golden West:
The remains of the old Spanish missions recall a most interesting period
of California’s picturesque and romantic history. Tt is impossible to view
these beautiful ruins and fail to become keenly interested in the story of
the establishment of the twenty-one Franciscan missions, stretching
irom San Diego in the south to Sonoma in the north. The IFFranciscan
missionaries were the original pioneers of California, sowing the first
seeds of civilization and establishing the first permanent settlements.

It was in the year 1769 at San Diego that the first mission was es-
tablished. Monterey was the next spot selected. Thus the work con-
tinued until a chain of missions had been established, located in such
proximity that a traveler could start on foot from San Diego and nightly
enjoy the hospitality of a different mission until Sonoma was reached.
San Francisco Solano (Sonoma) mission was the last to be founded,
1823 being the date of its establishment.

Of the original twenty-one mission establishments there to-day re-
mains ruins of nineteen. IEvery vestige of Santa Cruz and San Rafael
missions have disappeared. A few crumbling walls mark the spot where
once stood Soledad mission. The rains of successive winters beat down
upon the exposed adobe walls, and the day is not far distant when even
these walls will entirely disappear. San Diego, the mother mission, is in
poor State of preservation. An unsightly Indian school now adjoins
these ruins. La Purisima, five miles from the town of Lompoc, in Santa
Barbara County, is a hopeless ruin. San Francisco Solano mission at
Sonoma is in need of immediate attention, but as the remaining build-
ings and surrounding grounds have recently been purchased by popular
subscription and turned over to the State of California, the future restora-
tion of this mission is assured. One of the most beautiful and less fre-
quently visited missions is located in Monterev County, twenty-six miles
from King City. This is mission San Antonio de Padua. a most pic-
turesque ruin. Formerly one of the largest and most beautiful of the
mission establishments, it was fast crumbling to dust. The roof of the
imposing chapel had fallen and the rains of cach winter were disinter-
grating the adobe walls. The interesting ruins cover several acres of

ground. The California Historic Landmarks League is determined to
save this mission, and has already expended the sum of $1200 in re-
building the walls and re-roofing the chapel. Owing to a lack of funds
work has been temporarily suspended. At San Luis Rey the chapel is in
wood state of preservation, but the arches, of which there were originally
thirty-two, ornamented with latticed railings, which supported the long
corridor, are year by year crumbling. At San Juan Capistrano the chapel
was years ago destroyed by an earthquake, but a number of other build-
ings remain. San Gabriel mission, ten miles from the city of Los An-
geles, is in use, services being held within this old structure every Sun-
day. Twenty miles north from T.os Angeles stand the remaining build-
ings belonging to San Fernando Rey. The chapel is filled with hay; the
iong building with the arched corridor serves as a boarding-house for the
farm hands. The Southern California Landmarks Club has re-roofed the
chapel. Santa Barbara and San Buena Ventura missions are in a very sat-
isfactory state of preservation. This is likewise the case with Santa
Ynez, in Santa Barbara County. The missions of San Luis Obispo and
San Juan Bautista, located respectively in San Luis Obispo and San Juan,
San Benito County, have been disfigured by the erection of modern
church steeples. What little remains of Santa Clara mission has been
modernized. The mission near the old town of Monterey, San Carlos
Borromeo, has been restored with a vengeance, a peaked shingle roof de-
stroying, to a great extent, the original beauty of this structure. Little
remains of mission San Jose. The old mission of San Miguel, in the town
of like name, is most interesting, the interior of the church still showing
the decorations made by the Indians. San Francisco de Asis (Dolores)
mission, in San Francisco, with the modern church structure adjoining,
strikingly contrasts the past with the present. '

These old missions should be preserved. Over one hundred years
have come and gone since the death of the old mission system, and each
vear, Californians are becoming more impressed with the importance of
preserving these reminders of the days when Spain ruled this territory,
They should stand as monuments to those self-sacrificing padres who
labored unceasingly for the betterment of the Tndians, facing the greatest
difficulties, enduring hardships, and in many instances sacrificing their
lives.
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SAN ANTONIO DE PADUA, MONTEREY COUNTY, SANTA BARBARA, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
Founded July 14, 1771 Founded December 4, 1786.

SAN CARTOS BORROMEO (CARMEL) MISSION MONTEREY COUNTY, SaN LUIS OBISPO DE TOLOSA,SAN I,UIS OBISPO COUNTY
Founded Juue 3, 1770. Founded September 1, 1772,
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SAN FERNANDO REY DE ESPANA, LOS ANGELES COUNTY o SAN BUENAVENTURA, VENTURA COUNTY
Founded September 8, 1797 Founded March 31, 1782
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SAN RAFAEL ARCANGEL, MARIN COUNTY SANTA CRUZ, SANTA CRUZ COUNTY
Founded December 18, 1817 j Founded August 28, 174:
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SAN FRANCIsSCO SOLANO, SONOMA COUNTY SANTA YNEZ, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
Founded August 25 ,1823 Founded September 17. 1804

LA PURISIMA CONCEPCION SANTA BARBARA COUNTY SAN MIGUEL ARCANGEI.. SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY
Founded December 8, 1787 Founded July 25, 1797
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SAN GABRIEI ARCANGEL, LOS ANGELES COUNTY SAN FRANCISCO DE ASIS (DOLORES) SAN FRANCISCO
Founded September 8, 1771« Founded October g, 1776

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO, ORANGE COUNTY d SANTA CLARA, SANTA CLARA COUNTY
Founded November 1, 1276 Founded January I8. 1777
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It is free on request. Write today.

AMERICAN STEEL & WIRE CO.

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL..

ALL STEEL

ELLWOOD FENCE -ELLWO0OD wovew FENGES

HOGS, SHEEP, CATTLE, POULTRY

. q 58
Well fenced farms pay big profits WAVAVAVAWAWAWAWA _['\_/\j\ INCH
’ v AYAY, \/\ L/ \ soince
‘The Ellwood is one of the oldest and certainly onc of % WAVAVAVATATAV L
the most popular fences made. It has been thoroughly g / \WAYAVAVAY \_ 421NCH

tested and is highly recommended by the thousands of ¥ “"‘?*’”}?‘_"_‘:‘“*"“‘“ﬂj-‘::‘.m ;
farmers, ranchimen, fruit growers and stock raisers who R

have used it.

SPECIAL FEATURES

STRONG--Because of the large. strong cables, com-
posed of No. 121 gauge coiled steel strands. r
cross wires securely tie the steel cables together at fixed
distances. .

VARIETY—Styles adapted for every purpose Tk o e s|x eXim

5 A NG--Wire thoroughl alvaniz d before HEIGHTS
wga‘\\)rx‘aig:\x:;gzre(é thereby weathberpym(()gf. EVERY ROD GUARANTEED

EILASTICITY—Elasticity amply sufficient to provide for all necessary expansion and contraction under
varying temperature.

ADJUSTABILITY—Easily adjusted and erected to fit the irregularity of the ground,

e

Made in six {6) styvles for all purposecs.
Write for special catalogue.

THE THOMSON-DIGGS COMPANY, Distributers

SACRAMENTO, CAL..

Halcyon Parlor, San Francisco,

HEADQUARTERS OF THE FOLLOWING PARLORS:
Twin Peaks Parlor, San Francisco, New Pavilion; Niantic Parlor, San Francisco, State Treasurer’s
office, State Capitol; El Capitan Parlor, San Francisco, State Printer’s office, State Capitol;
Golden Eagle Hotel;

Las lLomas Parlor, N. D. G. W,

. PURITY~
Zs MATURITY

CRMOORMAN € 0.
LOUISVILLE, -
KENTUCKY.

SHERWOOD & SHERWOOD,
AGENTS
San Francisco, Cal.

212 Market Street

For the Elite ... ..

“EL. SIDELO”

Clear Havana Cigars

Made in Tampa Sold by the best Dealers




SAN LUIS REY DE FRANCIA, SAN DIEGO COUNTY, SAN JUAN BAUTISTA, MONTEREY COUNTY,
Founded June 13. 17¢8 Founded June 24, 1797.

SAN JOSE, ALAMEDA COUNTY, LA SOLEDAD, MONTEREY COUNTY,
Founded June 11, 1797. i Fovnded October g, 1791,
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